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• Describe ways that climate impacts health 

• Identify the most common impacts of climate 

changes on maternal health and birth 

outcomes

• List strategies and resources that health 

professionals can use to assist child-bearing 

women to reduce health risks from climate 

changes 

Learning Objectives



An Overview: Climate Change 
and Health





Direct Impacts on Maternal Health



Air Pollution: Respiratory Diseases



Heat: Dehydration, Renal Effects



Expanding Geographical Ranges: 

Vector-Borne Diseases



Heat, Disasters: Food and Water-Borne 

Diseases



Changes in Seasons, Droughts, & 

Flooding: Nutritional Impacts 



Indirect Impacts on Maternal Health



Extreme Weather Events: Forced 

Migration, Infectious Diseases, Lack of 

Access to Care



Mental Health



Violence



Exacerbation in Poverty



Impact on Birth Outcomes



Birth Weight



Pre-term, Sudden Infant Death



Congenital Cataracts



Practice Implications



Air pollution: Heat and Wildfires

https://health2016.globalchange.gov/air-quality-impacts#narrative-237



Vector-borne diseases



Food and water



Extreme weather events



Resources



Resources



Resources



Resources



Public Health Perspectives



Georgetown Climate Center: http://www.georgetownclimate.org

ACOG Position Statement Climate Change and Women’s Health: 
http://www.acog.org/Resources-And-Publications/Position-
Statements/Climate-Change-and-Womens-Health

Health Care Without Harm: https://noharm.org

ecoAmerica: http://ecoamerica.org

Clean Power Plan: https://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan

Wildfire Guide: A Guide for Public Health Professionals: 
https://www3.epa.gov/airnow/wildfire_may2016.pdf

Resources

http://www.georgetownclimate.org
http://www.acog.org/Resources-And-Publications/Position-Statements/Climate-Change-and-Womens-Health
https://noharm.org
http://ecoamerica.org
https://www.epa.gov/cleanpowerplan
https://www3.epa.gov/airnow/wildfire_may2016.pdf


• CDC’s BRACE framework and guidance 

documents 

http://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/default.htm

• Third National Climate 

Assessmenthttp://nca2014.globalchange.gov/re

port/sectors/human-health

• USGCRP Climate Health Assessment  

https://health2016.globalchange.gov/

• EPA Climate Change Health Impacts 

https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts/he

alth.html

Resources

http://www.cdc.gov/climateandhealth/default.htm
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/report/sectors/human-health
https://health2016.globalchange.gov/
https://www3.epa.gov/climatechange/impacts/health.html


Thank you! Questions?
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